'What kind of training?'

Story and photos

by SFC Karen Polston

The bus pulled up in front of the
reception station at Fort Jackson,
S.C. They filed off the bus quietly,
not knowing what to expect. They
were greeted by a huge sign and
an even bigger drill sergeant,
welcoming them to the U.S. Army.
They had begun basic training.

The next three days were a blur
of filling out paperwork, enduring
hair cuts, going through medical

exams, receiving immunizations,
and getting their initial issue of
uniforms. They learned how to
stand at attention and the fun-
damentals of marching.

During their reception station
stay, trainees also go through the
"Amnesty Room." The drill
sergeants explain that if they have
any contraband items, such as
weapons, drugs, food, or flammable
materials, they can be dropped
through a slot in the Amnesty
Room and there are no questions

A trainee sticks it to a target during the bayonet assault course.
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asked. However, if the trainee is
caught later with any of these
items, they will be disciplined.

"Generally we see a lot of
weapons," explained Capt. John
Bednar, the station's executive of-
ficer. "Mostly knives. However oc-
casionally we get 'Rambo' coming
through here loaded for bear. We
had one trainee come in with six
firearms. All the contraband
turned over or confiscated is
released to the military police for
disposal.

On the first day, all
tobacco products
will be confiscated.

"Another item that we are con-
fiscating now is any tobacco item,
such as chewing tobacco, snuff,
cigars and cigarettes. During basic
training, the new soldiers are not
allowed to use these products,"
Bednar said.

"There was a study done that
showed many soldiers began smok-
ing during basic training. It used
to be when trainees got a break,
they were told, 'smoke 'em if you
got 7em.' We're attempting to break
that pattern. Plus, if the trainees
don't smoke, they are in better
physical condition and don't get
sick as often."
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